PRICE OF TOBACCO IN CALIFORNIA

According to the World Health Organization, the most effective method for reducing
tobacco consumption is to increase the price of tobacco products through tax increases.'
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Key Points
Raising tobacco prices is the single most effective way to reduce tobacco use, save lives and decrease health care costs.?
Higher tobacco prices:
* Make tobacco products less affordable to youth and will discourage youth from starting smoking.'
* Motivate those with a lower income to decrease tobacco consumption and redirect spending on food, shelter,
education and health care."?
* Increase government revenues, even with reduced consumption. These revenues have been directed towards
tobacco-related prevention and research programs that save lives and create jobs in states like California.**
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California’s $0.87 cent per-pack cigarette excise tax:*
* s one of the lowest in the country, ranking 33 in the nation;
* |s below the average state cigarette excise tax of $1.34 per pack;
* Does not meet the per pack cigarette tax increase of $1.50 per decade recommended by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention?;
* Has not changed since 1999.

Information on this page was adapted from the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids, 2010. For additional information, see the Campaign’s website at
http://tobaccofreekids.org/reports/prices.
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